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COLD-STORAGE CATS.

Felines That Live Constantly in'
a Freezing Temperature.

Through Thelr Porpetunl Exposure to the
Frigld Atmosphere the Animals
Have Acequired Heavy Conts
of Fur.

In the cold-stornge warehouses of
Pittsburgh, says the Pittsburgh Dis-
pateh, when they were established,
there were no rats or mice. U'he tem-
perature in the cold rooms was too low
to admit the existence of these noe-
turmal animals,  The keepers of these
places soon found, however, that the
it wus an animal of remarkable adap-
tubility..  The ordinary st of the
United States come originally from Nor-
way o thot conntey, naturalists say,
the animal was much better prepored
too withstend the elimate thun 1t i in
this country were it suddenly trans-
ported toa cold elimate. I any ordi-
nary ccellar raf were put'in 4 cnge, con-
veyed by ship to Spitzbergen. and re-
leased on that ey islomele it wounld
freeze todenth in o fow honrs. Yet
there are rals in Spitabengon. Thes
rits are fab ruscais, with Isare and vory
thick hair, and have anduapted them-
selves to the temperature of the rerion.

It is just such rats us those of the
northern region that have adapted
themselves to the cold-storage ware-
houses,  After «ome of these hounse
had been in operation for a fow monthe
the attentdants found that rats were ot
work in the rooms where the tempera-
ture was constantly kept below  the
freering point. In the warchouse of
the Pittsburegh Storage company, be-
fore its burning last fall, two rats
were killed by the employes, They
were found to be elothed in wonder-
fully long and thick fur, even
their tapering: snakelike tails being
covered ||_\' n thiclk ['l‘ﬂ\\'lll of hair
Ruts of this varicty, whose coats have
adapted themselves to the eonditions
under which they live, have domoesti-
ented themselyes in all the storage
warehonses in Pittiborgh.

The prevalonee of rats in these places
ledd to the inteoduction of eats.  Now
it s well lnown that pussy isa lover
of warmth and comfort.  She delights
to 1o close t the fire whon the (now
is drifting oround the house, wnd to
wash her face with her werm, soft
paavs.  Cats, however, have & gront
adaptability to conditions. The wild
cat of Afriea, now extinet and living
only in the form of its domestic conge-
ner, wius nursed by the Dirvptions as a
timepicee, nnd 50 regulated hor oye
thet by o glanee at them the inhabi-
tant of Cuiro was able to tell the thne
of day without the advent of Seth War-
ner.

When cats  were introduced into
storare honses and turned loose in the
eold yooms they pined and diad becanze
of the exeessive eold. It appedrs, ia
the course of investization into thi;
subjeot. that one cot wos finally intro-
dueed into the rooms of the Pennayl-
vanin Storare company which was able
to withstaml the low temoeenture. She
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wits &t cat of upusually uhick e anid

she thrived and grew fat in quortors

where the temperature was el

thirty degrees, Dy cuareful nurding a '
brood of seven kittens wos devel pod

in this warchouse into sturdy. |
furred cats that love an leclindi

clime. They have been dintreioal |
among the other cold-stortme W of |
Pittshureeh, nnd have created o peeitlinr |
breed of cats, adapted to the conditions

under which they must exist to find

their prey.

These eats are short-tailed, chuliby
pussics, with hair as thick and full of
under-fur as the wilid eats of the ine-
dian woods, One of the remorliabl
things about them is the developiment
of their “feelers.,” These long, stilf
havirs that protrade from a eat’s nose
and evebrows dre, in the ordinary co-
mestie feline, about three inches long,
I» the eats coltivated in the eold wire-
houses the “feelers” grow to o lenrth
of five and six inches, This is probalily
because the lizht is dim in these plac
angd all movements must be the reanlt
of the feeling sense.  In these two re-
spects, the growth of thivk hairand
the development of “‘feelers” the do-
mestic eat shows the operation of 1
win's well-known law of the survival
of the fittest in the development of
their conditions. adapted to the envi-
ronment,

The stornge people say that if one of
these furry cots is taken into the open
gir, partienlarly duaring this hot spell
it will dieinw few hours. 1t eaaunt
endure o high temperature, and an in-
troduction to & stove would send it into
o fit, ~ _

Finding New Rocks In the Sea,

It appears from the annual report of
the hydrographer of the Dritish navy
that two hundred rocks and other dan-
perons objeets to navigntion were din
covered during last yenr—twenty-sis
by surveying vess thirty-five by
other ships helonging to the navy,
twenty-two by Liritish and forcipn ves
sels, one hundred and five were roport-
el by coloninl and foreirn povern-
ments and thirteen were discovered hy
vessels striking on them. The resur-
veys of Spithead, Pemlvoke and I'lym-
outh sound hove been going on, ad
serious obstacles were dizeovered ol
the Welsh port, while at Plymouth il
turned out thut the depth in the main
anchorage was very muoeh foss thau is
shown on the chart, so that the et
ships swonlid be certain to tonels bottom
in some places if the water sunk to its
lowest level. Dredging has therefore
been undertalken.

she Pleased the Queen,

It is said that Miss Majendie, who
has just receive:d the mueh-coveted po-
sition of muid of honor to Queen Vie-
toria, owes her good Inek to a mere
frepk of magnotic attraction.  The
gueen saw her for the first time whea
she came to sing ot the little Sands
service nrranaed by Princess Doatriee
at the Villa Pubbyrieotti, and was par-
ticularly strucke by her plessant face
anil sweet voice. It was with the ute |
most surpric that the eivele, as well os |
the young lndy hersolf, learned of the |
honar destiened for her,
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